Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/02/28 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403410005-8

MISSING AMERICANS
 MAY GO ON ‘TRIAL

- Ealler in Lebanon Accuses 5
: of Being Sples forCl.A.
2 French Soldlers Slaln,

- ' »
-
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By JORN !IFNER
Special to The New York Thnes - :

BEIRUT, eaﬂm Jan.” lt:) —_
anonymous er rep
sent the group Islamic Holy War said
tonight that five Americans kidnapped
bere in separate incidents over the last
year would be put on trial as spies. -

The caller also took responsibility for
the deaths of two French peacekeeping °
observers who were killed with ma-
chine-gun fire this when
mwasambushedinthemosﬂysmne

lem shant)&tlzwn suburb of Burj al

Bra near airport.

Lgtehwwk, thedeputyoommander of .
the French troops, Lieut. Col. Claude:,
Cuenot, was found dead with a single !

-
-

i<}

bullet in his head in a desolate, |
bombed-out area of the city. His brief- .

case, believed to have contained |
French and Lebanese currency, was

mﬁ’?%mch soldiers: were part of a
.68-member volunteer contingent here
- t0 help enforce a shaky truce between
feuding militias. Undm'edtl:;al tmtcheé
crossing points were open ong

Green Line that divides the Christian
and Moslem sectors of this capital last
July.

Tension in Cltylna'eases
came on . a day of in-
tension here after a week of

" The

bombings and kidnappings. The down-
- town streets emptied before noon, and
. at nightfall unusually heavy shelling
broke out between the Christian sub-
m'bsintheeastandl)mseposmonsin
the mountains.

m speak
Mlshmicﬂg_llWarsald for the first
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would release themm when all Amer-
icans had left Lebanon.

- That caller said the latest American
kidnapping victim, a 50-year-old
Roman Catholic priest, the Rev. Law-
rence M. Jenco, had been taken after
what it called an indifferent response to
the group’s ulitmatum that ‘‘no Amer-
icans would remain on the soil of Leba-
non.”

" ‘The Group’s Charges
" A State ent spokesman,

Depa.rtm
fAlan Romberg, said in Washington in
< reply that the United States intended to

] gkeepAmeﬁeansinLebanon The once-
* { large American group here, which has|
A iried.to help the Christian-ddminated

-Governmentof President Amin Gema- -
yel, has been sharply cut back in the
face of reverses, including two-large
suicide truck-bomb attacks on Amer-

lar attack on the United Stats Marine
I'headquarters. .

“We wish to inform Alan Romberg

their the caller tonight said, that the-five

Americans ‘‘are now in our

custody,
thmmarytotrymgthemasspia ”

‘‘These people are using journalism,
educationandreli on as a cover and
are in fact a %E the C.L.A.." the

caller continued. ‘ ve

‘time that it was holdmg the fwe aﬁd'

.- -y
»

The caller said of the French sal-
diers, “The two French ‘spies were
hquidatedthis morning after theym
caught red-handed on “our
youths and positions in the Islamic sub-

-urb as part of their mission to monitor
‘the movements of our youths and re-
port to the Atlantic, Israeli and Amer-
ican intelligence.” -

"[The French of-Defeme
. identified the soldiers as Warrrant .
Officers Patrice Grécourt and Henri -
edPen'ot,] TheAssociated Press report-
*White Helmets and Jeqn %
The Frerich soldiers, most of whom’

ican Embassy buildmgs and the simi- '

Joited]

Frpea.rbythdrinsigniatobeotﬂm.
'of elite units, wear distinctive white-
painted helmets ‘with their khaki uni-.
forms and drive all-white jeeps 'I'hey-
arearmedmlywithpisto o

‘l‘heyarestationedpﬂmaxﬂyatthe
Museum on the Green Line.
Some are also in the Shuf Mountains
_{east of the capital where Druse and
Lebanese Army gunners shell each

other nightly, and at otherpolntsonthe
Green Line. -~

It was not immediately clear what
the two French soldiers were doing in

the Burj al Brajneh area, which is not
on the Green Line. It'is near the air-

tality acco: to them by Ts-

i sive activities and will get the punish-
ment they deserve.”

| In addition to Father Jenco, the kid-
napped Americans are Jeremy Levin,

the chief 6f the Cable News Network
bureau, William Buckley, political otﬁ-
cer at the American Embassy, the
,Rev. Benjamin Wier, a Presbyterian
mmister and Peter Kilburn, a librar-
janat the American University of Bei-
l rut. . i

port, but the main roads do not .ran
e eaer somicht

e er t_gave t.he usual
salutation from' the I%gran “in the
name of God, the merciful, theoompes-
sionate,” then, a tly ref to
the French soldiel;g‘,nig;l A};nerle!:nnfos-
tages or both, said, **Hell is the abode |
ofthesepeople.andt.heywﬂl ﬁndnoal-\
ternative for it.”




